
Dear friends,

Wanderers
“Tell us how you escaped.” We were 

on the veranda of our temporary 
home in Arua, Northern Uganda, 
where we had gone for three weeks 
to explore our future role (more 
on that later). With us were three 
students from BATC. They had just 
arrived from Rhino refugee camp 
for a joyful reunion. 

Isaac began. He was the first 
student to arrive in Uganda after 
the fighting reached Yei last July 
and the college closed. His home 
is close to the Ugandan border. He 
was tipped off that the authorities 
had mistaken him for a relative who 
had joined the opposition and they 
were out to capture him. Fearing 
prison, interrogation and torture, 
Isaac and his family grabbed all 
they could carry and fled along 
footpaths to an informal border 
crossing and safety in Uganda.

Bida was next. In September last 
year, he was taking a service in Yei 
when news came of killings nearby. 

He decided that now was the time 
to take his family to Uganda. His 
family had already moved out 
of Yei to a neighbouring village. 
He then drove the short journey 
out of Yei on his motorbike 
and there met with his family 
and other dependents. Cars 
hired at great expense took 
them on the dangerous journey 
to the border. They were 
stopped at many checkpoints 
(government army and 
opposition) where bribes had 
to be paid. Finally, exhausted, 
they reached Uganda. Bida 
spoke of his guilt at leaving 
his congregation. He told us 
about his sense of loss at not 
being able to take his books 
with him. His small library had 
taken many years to build up 
and was a precious resource 
for his ministry in the church. 

Elisha had gone back to 
his village in July.  The opposition 
were increasingly active in his area. 
The government then launched 
reprisals which were indiscriminate; 
villagers were killed or raped and 
houses destroyed. He feared for his  
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family. So he sold his cows, goats 
and chickens to pay for a vehicle 
to take him and his family through 
the Congo and into Uganda. When 
we spoke to him about the loss of 
his precious livestock, he told us 
that “life is all that counts in such a 
situation.”

For most of that day we talked, 
laughed, ate, shared Scriptures 
and prayed together before these 
three young men returned to their 
camp saying “please come and 
visit us.” Ten days later, permission 
having finally been granted, we 
were bumping along the dirt road 
to Rhino camp, 45 minutes’ drive 
from Arua. As we drew near, we saw 
the camp stretched out before us. 
It looked like an Africa village but 
without limits. The houses kept on 
going as far as the eye could see. 
Each family is allocated a generous 
compound (25 x25 metres) on 
which they are given a UN tent 
but they have also built traditional 
houses (tukls) of poles and mud 
with grass roofs. Everyone has to 
dig their own pit latrine. This is no 
mean feat in the hot sun and on 
rocky ground. Isaac told us that, 
even using a pickaxe, he had to 
abandon two attempts at digging 

as he hit solid rock. Eventually he 
managed to dig to six feet. They 
are given food rations which are 
adequate but basic (flour, oil and 
beans – all without salt) and only 
distributed once a month – on a 
date that is uncertain. They hope 
to grow a little food in the rainy 
season but the land is poor. One 
bonus is that each family is given 
a small solar lamp that can also be 
used to charge mobiles – a vital 
means of keeping in touch. 

Because it was Sunday we headed 
straight for church, Jane with Isaac 
and Derek with Bida. Worship 
was in the open with trees giving 
protection from the blistering sun. 
The worship was very similar to 
the churches in South Sudan. Our 
overwhelming impression was of 

joy, enthusiastic singing, occasional 
dancing and even the usual long 
notices! Many came to worship and 
we sensed how important worship 
is to a people far from home.  

After the service the church 
somehow managed to conjure up 
a special meal for us. Then came 
more time (and food!) with our 
three friends at the home of Isaac. 
They shared what they were doing. 
Isaac (who is not ordained) is the 
welfare chairman for his zone of 
the camp, coordinating help for 
those in need. Bida has recently 
been trained in trauma counselling. 
Many in the camps have been 
deeply affected by the cruelty they 
experienced in South Sudan and 
when they hear bad news from 
home, the trauma reasserts itself. 
They are in much need of skilled 
listening. In addition, Bida began 
and leads one of the churches in 
the camp. Elisha is also pastoring 
a church and has started informal 
worship every evening in homes 
near his – just like the worship at 
BATC. 

Their attitude was to make the 
best of what they had and get on 
with living. The major difficulty 
their families are facing is the 
shortage of water – it is all brought 
in by tanker and the queues of jerry  
cans go on for ever. They also 
expressed their concern for the 
church – “how will people worship 
without roofs on their churches when  
 

“Many of the Old 
Testament heroes had 
spells wandering far 
from home (ie: David 
and, of course, even 
Jesus was a refugee). 
The refugees from 
South Sudan are also 
wanderers facing an 
uncertain future.”

Top left: A church under a tree in Rhino 
camp

Top right: Contrasting homes on a 
compound at Bidibidi camp
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the rains come?” We were humbled 
by these young men who could so 
easily focus on their family needs 
but who choose to serve God and 
their fellow refugees.  

Before we left, they asked us 
about the college. They are clearly 
very keen to complete their studies. 
Would BATC start in Arua? We 
could not answer them. We don’t 
know the whereabouts of around 
half the students (including Lupai 
who we spoke about on our link 
visits). At present there is no site 
for BATC in Uganda and there are 
other obstacles to opening. And we 
personally are unsure where God is 
leading us. 

We are reminded of Deuteronomy 
26:5, one of the earliest statements 
about Israel’s identity in the Bible. 
Moses calls on God’s people 
to remember that their father 
Abraham was “a wandering 
Aramean”. It must have been a 
comfort to Israel as they moved 
rather aimlessly through the desert 
from Egypt to Canaan to recollect 
that Abraham too was a wanderer. 
Many of the Old Testament heroes 
had spells wandering far from 
(ie: David and, of course, even 

Jesus was a refugee). 
The refugees from 
South Sudan are also 
wanderers facing an 
uncertain future. 

We ourselves 
know none of their 
hardship but we too 
are wanderers at the 
moment. We feel 
uncertain about our 
future. We have done 
a lot of waiting since 
we left South Sudan in 
July last year and are 
now back in the UK; 
waiting doesn’t get 

any easier. 

Perhaps we all need reminding 
that as people of faith we will never 
be fully at home in this world. We 
are all wanderers until at last we 
arrive at that “better country” 
which God has prepared for those 
who love him (Hebrews 11:16). 
Abraham’s faith and the faith of our 
friends in South Sudan encourage 
us to keep on trusting and hoping. 
May God give you grace to do 
likewise. 

With our love in Christ

Derek & Jane

You can give online to  
Derek and Jane at: 
churchmissionsociety.org/waller

Contact details:  
revdwaller@gmail.com 
janewaller@gmail.com

PLEASE PRAY...

   Give thanks for the faith 
of Elisha, Bida, Isaac and 
others, working itself out 
in service in the camps. 

   Give thanks for the joys 
of being in England – of 
seeing family and friends, 
of home comforts, the 
beauty of the countryside 
and the special wedding 
of our son, Jonathan, to 
Jacquie last September.

   Give thanks for the 
courage of those who have 
stayed in Yei through hard 
times, especially Bishop 
Hilary. 

   Give thanks for the 
wonderful response to our 
call for prayer as we visited 
link churches last year. 

   Please pray for peace 
in South Sudan and 
especially Yei River State. 
When violence erupted 
last July, many in Yei were 
severely affected by the 
violence. Yei town is more 
settled at the moment 
(Amule is still there and 
leading a church) but 
the countryside is very 
dangerous. 

   Please pray for more than 
400,000 who have fled 
to Uganda since July last 
year. Most are in refugee 
camps. Pray for the 
churches and aid agencies 
ministering to them. 

   Please pray for  the future 
of BATC students who 
have not completed their 
courses. 

   Please pray for God’s 
leading for us, and for our 
own future, for clarity on 
where the Lord is calling 
us to serve, and for faith 
and grace as we wait.

Above: A view of Rhino camp (a little blurred 
due to the heat and a dust storm; it is very 
windy there)


