
 
 

An Order for Night Prayer (Compline) 
Epiphany  

               Preparation 

    

 

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

All  Amen. 

 

    

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

All  who made heaven and earth. 

A period of silence for reflection on the past day may follow. 
      

    

All  Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 

before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 

heal us by your Spirit 

and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

 

  

O God, make speed to save us. 

All  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

    

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.   

    

 

A hymn may be sung or said 

 

    

Earth has many a noble city; 
Bethl'hem, thou dost all excel: 

out of thee the Lord from heaven 

came to rule his Israel. 

2 Fairer than the sun at morning  
was the star that told his birth, 

to the world its God announcing 

seen in fleshly form on earth. 

3 Eastern sages at his cradle 

make oblations rich and rare; 
see them give in deep devotion, 



gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

4 Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: 
incense doth their God disclose, 

gold the King of kings proclaimeth, 

myrrh his sepulcher foreshows. 

5 Jesu, whom the Gentiles worshipped 
at thy glad Epiphany, 

unto thee with God the Father 

and the Spirit glory be. 

 
                   The Word of God 
    

 

    
Psalm, 72: 10-15 

 

  

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 

    render him tribute, 

may the kings of Sheba and Seba 

    bring gifts. 
11 May all kings fall down before him, 

    all nations give him service. 
12 For he delivers the needy when they call, 

    the poor and those who have no helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

    and saves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

    and precious is their blood in his sight. 
15 Long may he live! 

    May gold of Sheba be given to him. 

May prayer be made for him continually, 

    and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

    

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
     

    

Bible reading: Matthew 2.1-12 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child  

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this,  

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all  
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the  

Messi] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it  



has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise me and learned from them the exact  
time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  

“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring  
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard  

the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had  
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When  
they saw that the star had stopped] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt  
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered  

him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a  
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

    
 

    

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 
I commend my spirit. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

    
Keep me as the apple of your eye. 
Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

    Gospel Canticle 

    
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) is said  

 

    

Refrain: Alleluia. Christ the light of the world, alleluia, 

has manifested his glory. Alleluia, alleluia. 

   
 1Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: ♦ 

your word has been fulfilled. 

   
 2My own eyes have seen the salvation ♦ 

which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 

   
 3A light to reveal you to the nations ♦ 

and the glory of your people Israel. 

      

    

Glory to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning is now  

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

    

 

Refrain: 
    Alleluia. Christ the light of the world, alleluia, 



has manifested his glory. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prayer  
    Silence may be kept. 

    

O God, 
who by the leading of a star 

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 
mercifully grant that we, 

who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

King of kings and Lord of lords, 
making the true light to shine: 

lighten our darkness now and evermore 
that with our lips and in our lives 

we may praise you; 
for you are our God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
   And /or 

    

Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, 
and drive far from it the snares of the enemy; 

may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, 
and may your blessing be always upon us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

 
    The Lord’s Prayer may be said. 

    The Conclusion 

    
In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
All for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

  
  

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

 
 

As the night watch looks for the morning, 

All so do we look for you, O Christ. 
    

 

  

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 

the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

All Amen. 
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